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     CHAIRMAN'S MEMORANDUM
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TO: SHERIFFS, COMMISSIONERS OF CORRECTION, JAIL ADMINISTRATORS
RE: NIC Survey: Status of U.S. Jails      
______________________________________________________________________________________
The Commission has received the following information from the National Institute of Corrections and I am
forwarding it on, with a request that you participate in this survey.  The request is as follows:

“The National Institute of Corrections (NIC) Jails Division and project coordinator Vicci Persons would like
your help in launching a survey on the status of U.S. jails. We hope you will be willing to share this request for
survey responses with the jails in your state. 

NIC is seeking information on the status of jails in America on a number of dimensions associated with effective
jail operations. This information will assist NIC in evaluating the relevancy of our current program offerings
and help establish priorities for the future. A very strong response rate among jails will ensure that NIC has
reliable information to underpin its program offerings to assist jails in the years ahead. For that reason, we hope
to hear from as many jails as possible - - including large, medium, and small jails and jail systems.

Complete information about the project, and a link for responding online, is posted on the NIC web site at
http://www.nicic.org/surveys/jails 

NIC  recommends  that  agencies  review  the survey  questions before  responding online.   The survey
questionnaire can be downloaded in PDF format at http://nicic.org/downloads/pdf/misc/05aug_jailissues.pdf.

When ready to reply, agencies can complete the survey online by clicking on the "Begin Online Survey" link
provided at http://www.nicic.org/surveys/jails. It should take less than 10 minutes for a jail to provide its
answers online. If preferred, agencies may complete the survey questionnaire on paper and send the completed
survey to the NIC Jails Division. The fax number and mailing address are provided on the PDF version of the
questionnaire. 

This research is an effort of the NIC Jails Division. If you have questions about the survey, please contact:

Vicci Persons, Correctional Program Specialist NIC Jails Division 1960 Industrial Circle, Longmont, Colorado
80501

Fax: (303) 682-0469; Telephone (800) 995-6429, ext. 166, or (303) 682-0382, ext. 166 vpersons@bop.gov 

Thanks in advance for your help launching this important research project.”

_________________________________________
      Alan J. Croce, Chairman/Commissioner
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